ARE THE ENGLISH DULL?      177

On Sunday, June twenty-fourth, 1906, there
appeared in a reputable London newspaper a
communication to the effect that if America were
in earnest in her expressions of friendliness
toward (ireal Britain she should at once take
steps tojredeem the Confederate bonds! There
is no lack of grim humor here, and this is a
typical illustration of the lack of dulness of this
race who never for a moment lose sight of the
main chance. The insolent impertinence of this
suggestion at this stage of the game, when the
English powers thai be are well aware thai our
friendship is a valuable international asset, and
when an alliance between, say, Germany, Amer-
ica, Japan, and France would spell ruin to the
British Empire, is proof enough that whatever
the circumstances, no sentimental haziness veils
the keen, commercial, selfish vision of the Eng-
lish* The Peeksniffian ethics which raises hands
in horror at our insurance scandals, our trust
i&elhods, at th<j disclosures of immorality in
Germany, on the part of a nation which sells its
Indian ophim in China under the protection of
British guns, and keeps twenty-five thousand
Chinamen in the mines of South Africa, points
to a very highly developed sense of humor*

Be it said therefore in this connection that this
question of dulness though it is not an enlivening-